
Dear Friends, 

Throughout the year the Atacama Desert in Chile normally receives less than twelve millimeters of rain. 

All that can be seen is mile after mile of dust and barren landscape. But if there is a year with unusually 

high rainfall, the desert blooms and is suddenly filled with flowers in vibrant colors that can be seen 

throughout the coastal valleys. All of these flowers have lain dormant for months, even for years, but 

they haven’t died – they are just waiting for the water they need to turn a barren landscape into a lavish 

garden. If you saw or walked thru the desert on a normal day, it would take a considerable act of faith to 

believe that anything could possibly grow there. The view from the surface is anything but encouraging, 

but there is potential life hidden beneath the brown dust.  

In his encyclical on hope, Pope Benedict wrote: “the Christian message (is) not only ‘informative’ but 

‘performative’. That means: the Gospel is not merely a communication of things that can be known – it 

is one that makes things happen and is life-changing … The one who has hope lives differently.” 

We see Jesus making things happen in his life-changing encounter with the Samaritan woman. His 

message is performative, in that it brings something to life in her that has been there potentially, 

although only he can see it. This woman has been living in shame, avoiding her neighbors. No woman 

was allowed to divorce her husband in ancient Samaria, so it is likely that she was widowed or 

abandoned repeatedly. There must have been a lifetime of grief and hurt in her. But Jesus is willing to 

make himself vulnerable to her, to be dependent on her generosity and willingness to engage, despite 

all the social taboos against this. He creates what Pope Francis has called “a culture of encounter,” by 

offering her welcome and listening to her questions. He has hope and trust in her and invites her to 

hope and trust in his offer of “living water.” His gift of the Spirit to her allows what has been hidden in 

her to grow and flourish like the desert blooming. 

St. Paul tells us that three cardinal virtues are faith, hope and love, with the greatest being love, but it 

becomes clear that without faith there can be no genuine hope, and without these two there can be no 

lasting love. We are challenged by God to have hope not only in God’s saving grace but in our own 

capacity for leadership, even when we don’t feel equal to the task. Both Moses and the Samaritan 

woman became leaders when they learned that God’s power can and does overcome our fragility. 

When we open ourselves up to live in intimate relationship with Jesus, nothing can separate us from 

God’s love. On our own we are powerless, and we know this. With God, all things are possible, and even 

our poor efforts can make a difference to how the world is and will be. 

God repeatedly chooses sinners like ourselves to bring about God’s saving purpose. We become people 

who live differently, knowing that we make a difference. This isn’t done in grand gestures of spectacular 

sanctity but simply in our capacity to embrace the promise of richness within the present moment, even 

if that richness is beyond our understanding. In his apostolic exhortation Evangelii Gaudium, “The Joy of 

the Gospel”, Pope Francis spoke of “the joy which we experience daily, amid the little things of life.” 

When we begin to seek and find God in all the ordinary, daily encounters of life, we become open to the 

gift that they are to us. This is what turns us into people of hope, capable of giving hope to the world. 

Your friend in Jesus                                                                                                                                                            

Msgr. Zach 


